
 
 

St. Vrain and Left Hand Water Conservancy District 
Colorado-Big Thompson (C-BT) Water Rental Rules 

Adopted: April 10, 2023 
 

OVERVIEW 
At times when the St. Vrain and Left Hand Water Conservancy District (“District”) determines that it can rent Colorado-
Big Thompson (“C-BT”) project water, it will do so according to the rules outlined below. The amount of water available 
for rent can vary each year. The District may rent its C-BT water to two (2) groups:  
 
In-District Agricultural Producers 
The District may rent C-BT water to agricultural producers within the District’s boundaries with available water going to 
the highest bidder(s). Generally, C-BT for this group is made available from the District’s General Fund C-BT units.   
 
Other Water Users 
The District may rent C-BT water to other water users, within or outside of the District’s boundaries with available water 
going to the highest bidder(s). Generally, C-BT for this group is made available from the District’s Enterprise Fund C-BT 
units.  
 
Renters from both groups must comply with the District rules described herein, and any Northern Water rules and policies.   
 

IN-DISTRICT AGRICULTURAL PRODUCER RENTAL LIST RULES 
1. In-District agricultural water users are those persons or entities who receive delivery of C-BT water through a 

ditch/lateral/or other storage or conveyance structure with a point of diversion located within the hydrologic 
boundaries of the St. Vrain and Left Hand basins and who put water to beneficial use within those boundaries for 
agricultural uses.  

2. It is the agricultural water user’s responsibility to confirm they apply water within the St. Vrain and Left Hand basins.  
The District, in its sole discretion, may determine that a request is not for legitimate agricultural use and may deny 
renting C-BT water on that basis. 

3. Agricultural water users who desire to rent C-BT water for legitimate agricultural uses can submit bids beginning May 
15 of each year at 8:00 AM and ending May 15 at 5:00 PM.  

4. Requests must be emailed to office@svlhwcd.org. Requests must state the amount water being requested, the point 
of diversion, the user’s name, the email address to send invoices, and the price per acre-foot being offered.    

5. All bids received from May 15 at 8:00 AM through May 15 at 5:00 PM will be considered, with available C-BT water 
going to the highest bidder until all of the District’s available C-BT water has been rented.  

6. Water users can request any volume of C-BT. The District does not guarantee any C-BT water will be available to rent 
in any given year.  

7. The amount of water available for the agricultural water users will be set annually by the District Board no later than 
their May meeting.   

8. The District will notify the rental recipients by the end of the next business day following May 15 and send an invoice 
via email within 10 days.  

9. Water users must deliver payment to the District within 7 days.   
10. If the District does not receive a payment within 7 days, the District shall not fulfill that water user’s request. The 

District shall not send second notices.  The District will allow check payment only.   
11. Water users whose C-BT rental requests are granted by the District must take delivery of such rental water by October 

31 in the same year as the request was made. There will be no C-BT carry over option. 
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OTHER WATER USERS RENTAL LIST RULES 

1. Other water users who desire to rent C-BT water for legitimate uses (as determined by Northern Water and/or the 
District) can submit bids to be considered no later than July 15 of each year at 8:00 AM and ending July 15 at 5:00 PM. 

2. Requests must be emailed to office@svlhwcd.org. Requests must state the amount of water being requested, the use 
for the water, the location of such use, the email address to send invoices, and the price per acre-foot being offered. 

3. The District, in its sole discretion, may determine that a request is not for legitimate use and may deny renting C-BT 
water on that basis. 

4. All bids received from July 15 at 8:00 AM through July 15 at 5:00 PM will be considered, with available C-BT water 
going to the highest bidder until all of the District’s available C-BT water has been rented.     

5. Water users can request any volume of C-BT. The District does not guarantee any C-BT water will be available to rent 
in any given year. 

6. The amount of water available for other water users C-BT rental program will be set annually by the District Board no 
later than their July meeting.  

7. The District will notify the winning bid(s) by the end of the next business day following July 15 and send an invoice via 
email within 10 days. 

8. Water users must deliver payment to the District within 7 days.   
9. If the District does not receive a water user payment within 7 days, the District shall not fulfill that water user’s request. 

The District shall not send second notices. The District will allow check payment only. 
10. Water users whose C-BT rental requests are granted by the District must take delivery of such rental water by October 

31 in the same year as the request was made. There will be no carry over option. 
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