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Poudre Flows 
Plan 

Brief Summary



Upper Poudre v. Lower Poudre Protection
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Upper Poudre
• Wild and Scenic Decree 

(1986CW367)
• Joint Operations Plan (JOP)
Lower Poudre
• FC Instream Diversions 

(1986CW371)
• NISP Protected Mitigation 

Releases (2018CW3126)
• Poudre Flows Plan 

(2021CW3056)



Origins and Partners of Poudre Flows Plan

Poudre Flows Plan began in 2013 in the 
Poudre Runs Through It working group:
• “… exploring options to improve the Poudre 

River as a healthy, working river.”

Current Partners are: 
• Cities of Fort Collins, Greeley, and Thornton
• Cache la Poudre Water Users Association
• Colorado Water Conservation Board (CWCB)
• Colorado Water Trust
• Northern Water
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Concept of Poudre Flows Plan
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Legal Basis of Poudre Flows Plan

Augmentation Plan:
• New approach to instream flows
• Flexible
• CWCB and Water Court approval required

House Bill 2020-1037 (CRS § 37-92-102(4.5)):
• Clarifies these plans
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Status of Poudre Flows Plan
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CWCB approval – Jan. 2021
Water Court Decree – Dec. 2025

Partners adding water to date:
• Fort Collins
• Greeley

Implementation
• In progress



Questions?
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