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Background & Development Process
Beaver Strategy development process

Phase 1
CPW Internal Engagement

• November 2024 – June 
2025

• CPW Beaver Working 
Group

Phase 2
Public Scoping, External 
Engagement, & Drafting

• July 2025 – Feb 2026
• CNHP, Keystone Policy 

Center, Corday Natural 
Resources

• Final Beaver Strategy

Phase 3
Implementation

• March 2026 and beyond
• Restoration Decision 

Support Tool (CNHP): 
June 30th



“…increase and sustain the prevalence of beaver and beaver-influenced 
wetlands in suitable habitats for the benefit of Colorado’s stream and 
wetland ecosystems and the array of wildlife species that utilize them.”

“Increase beaver populations and beaver-occupied wetland 
habitats in Colorado until social or ecological carrying capacity 

is reached.”

Purpose

Goal



Visions for success
“The Colorado beaver population thrives into the future, aided by the 

recovery of historical beaver wetland habitat.”

Richard Seeley/Get WildJackie Corday



Visions for success

“Beaver have been 
restored in many 

formerly occupied 
watersheds that 

contain adequate 
habitat.”

Richard Seeley/Get WildJackie Corday

Modeled 
potential 
Beaver 
Habitat: 

Roaring 
Fork 
headwaters, 
CO



Visions for success

“Watershed health 
has improved, 

increasing resilience 
to droughts, floods, 

and wildfire, and 
wetland habitat 
condition and 

biodiversity has 
increased.”

Richard Seeley/Get WildJackie Corday



Visions for success
“Stream-wetland corridor restoration efforts are targeted strategically to maximize 

successful recolonization by beaver and minimize conflicts with human 
infrastructure.”

Richard Seeley/Get WildJackie Corday

● Beaver occupation
● Connectivity
● Wetland and riparian habitat
● Surface water
● Woody wetland vegetation
● Valley width
● Land use/ownership
● Infrastructure
● Site access

Beaver 
Restoration 
Decision 
Support Tool:

Core Factors



Photo series: Mark Beardsley, EcoMetrics



Visions for success

“Land and water managers 
and the public have a 

greater understanding of 
the value of beaver, and a 

greater desire for 
coexisting with them.”

Richard Seeley/Get WildJackie Corday
Chula Beauregard



Visions for success
“Translocation of beaver is conducted selectively to minimize risks of 
pathogen transmission, while maximizing successful reestablishment.”

Richard Seeley/Get WildJackie Corday
USDA, APHIS - WS



Visions for success

Richard Seeley/Get WildJackie Corday

“Abundant beaver and sustainable management strategies support avocational 
harvest without compromising restoration efforts.”



Visions for success
“Networks of trained practitioners exist in all major watersheds to restore beaver 

and their habitat, and to provide rapid response to land and water managers 
experiencing beaver conflicts to assist with nonlethal solutions when feasible.”

Richard Seeley/Get WildJackie Corday

The Beaver Institute The Beaver Institute



Visions for success

“State, federal, county, and 
municipal governments are 

working together and supporting 
nonprofits and diverse 

stakeholders and communities to 
promote living with beaver and 

the wetlands they create.”

Richard Seeley/Get WildJackie Corday



Visions for success
“Public and private land and water managers are engaged as key partners 

in beaver and wetland restoration.”

Richard Seeley/Get WildJackie Corday
Niwot Ditch (Sarah Heerhartz, BCPOS) S. Branch (Sarah Heerhartz, BCPOS)



Individual Chapter Goals

(3) Population and Habitat Status and Monitoring: Improve knowledge of beaver wetland habitat and 
beaver populations in Colorado at multiple scales.

(4) Beaver Harvest Management: Manage beaver populations for continued sustainable avocational 
harvest.

(5) Beaver Restoration Opportunities: Support a thriving beaver population in Colorado by identifying 
opportunities and encouraging strategic restoration of ecologically and socially suitable historical, but 
currently unoccupied, beaver habitats. 

(6) Living with Beaver and Nonlethal Conflict Resolution: Promote the widespread adoption of nonlethal 
solutions to common beaver conflicts when such solutions are appropriate and feasible.

(7) Translocation Policy and Protocol: Optimize translocation as a tool to support restoration objectives 
by providing a standard permitting process that maximizes translocation success while reducing the risk of 
disease and Aquatic Nuisance Species (ANS) spread.

Individual Chapter Goals



Next Steps

○ February 27, 2026: Launch final Beaver Strategy

○ February 28, 2026 and beyond: Implementation

○ May 2026: Wetlands for Wildlife grants for beaver-related restoration

○ June 30, 2026: Beaver Restoration Decision Support Tool and BROWs

○ Continued aquatic pathogen research

○ Funding and capacity



Thank you!

● https://engagecpw.org/beaver-

conservation-and-

management-strategy

● brian.sullivan@state.co.us

● boyd.wright@state.co.us

● mark.vieira@state.co.us

Beaver complex in Western Colorado, 
photo by Jackie Corday
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